
 

What’s Happening in 
Shikokho in 2015?  

 
 

In a word – 25th Anniversary … Yes, we have reached 
such a benchmark in our CCPC Shikokho partnership!  
Unbelievable, who would have thought that a U.S. 
church, a rural village women's group in Kenya, and 
the Kenyan Ministry of Health (MOH) would have 
continued this unique relationship this long?  
Congratulations to us all!  As we all now work to scale 
up the clinic with the MOH, the trilateral model for 
rural clinics is in revival to become a national model 
for expansion of such unique efforts. During their 
mission trip in January 2015, CCPC’s Gretchen 
Donaldson, Ellen Jacknain, and Dr. Jim Shelhamer, 
found the Shikokho Women's Group (SWG) 
enthusiastic to move forward with the MOH to 
standardize services at the Shikokho Medical Clinic, 
and the MOH willing to scale up the partnership. With 
SWG's new Chair and 22 new youth members, they are 
consolidating their strengths and plan for a bright 
future. The advent of electricity in 2005, with CCPC’s 
help, will support necessary medical advances and 
related businesses.   
 
With over 100 women's businesses in Shikokho 
through the Women's Microfinance Initiative (WMI), 
established in 2011, most village development efforts 
contract with the local women's businesses for 
services in the area. 
 

Background  
CCPC has had a partnership with the village of 
Shikokho in Kakamega County since 1989.  This has 
included the construction and operation of a rural 
clinic and orphan feeding program, scholarships and 
funding for the primary and secondary schools, and 
the continuation of a variety of  other development 
projects.  CCPC has sent mission teams in 1995, 2004, 
2005, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2015. 
 

Mission Updates  
Clinic  The clinic was restocked with medicines and 
supplies purchased in  Kakamega during the visit. 
While the team was there, visits to area MOH clinics 
was started and will continue, to meet and share with 
related regional medical leaders and nurses. Clinic 
Administrator, Hezron Miheso has led the way for 
excellent transitional clinic services going forward.   
 

Schools  Meetings were held with the principals of the 
primary and secondary schools to improve our 
process for awarding scholarships to deserving 
students, supplying school uniforms, and support to 
volunteer teachers. Scholarship students were 
interviewed to gain insight into their challenges and 
long term plans.  Big News - Shikokho Secondary 
School has a new principal, 30 boarding students and 
a bus available for all in the village to rent. 
 
Water  This group has been busy laying pipes 
throughout the region, as well as, strategically 
assessing supply and demand which varies monthly.  
Four local springs have been repaired and four more 
need to be repaired.  Each spring has a sub-committee 
to care for it and report issues.  The entire community 
is fully engaged in this effort both financially, and with 
volunteer labor.   
 
T.R.E.E.S. stands for Training for Reforestation and 
Environmental Education in Shikokho. This group 
plants trees for primary student telephone pole 
scholarships, produces new varieties of faster 
growing stronger trees, and runs a roadside mobile 
nursery.  They continue to provide education 
programs at the schools regarding reforestation and 
fuel.  Their project is now in three sites locally. 
 
Shitoli Solid Rock (SSR) a busy outreach program led 
by local youth leaders, serves orphans in the area. SSR 
has three programs: feeding, day care, and medical 
care (provided by the clinic). The feeding program, 
which has over 140 registered primary school children, 
is funded through a portion of the CCPC hunger 
offering and by donations through Gifts of Hope. The 
day care program provides daily Pre-K instruction, 
snack and lunch to 50 children ages 3 to 6. CCPC Crocs 
were distributed to 50 needy orphans this trip. This 
project has also become a model for nearby 
communities.  Problems:  Small outdated kitchen, the 
increasing numbers of children, and the rising cost of 
food. 
 
CCPC trip to Shikokho:  Join the next team to visit, led 
by Dr. Jim Shelhamer, in July 2015, to officially 
commemorate the 25th Anniversary.   
 
For more information Contact: Jim Shelhamer Chair, 
Shikokho Task Force (301-949-8242), or Gretchen 
Hobbs Donaldson, Founder (919-542-4151). 


