
Working Toward Inclusion & Racial Justice: 
A History

PRESENTED VIA OPEN FORUM ON MARCH 13, 2022
UPDATED JANUARY 30, 2024



In 2020, the Session established the Inclusion & Racial 
Justice Review Committee to explore CCPC’s role in 
systemic racism and discrimination over time.



To understand our history on inclusion and racial justice, we 
examined the history of…

Our
Community

Our 
Denomination

Our
Church



Historic review 
team & IRJ 
committee at the 
home of Peter 
Cherukuri, October 
2021

Photo credit: Deanna Troust



Our community



Chevy Chase developers excluded Blacks

◼ Chevy Chase Land Co., co-founded by 
Senator Francis Newlands, developed 
Chevy Chase in both MD and DC  for 
over 50 years, beginning when the 
company was organized in 1890. 

◼ Development of Chevy Chase was 
substantially completed by the 1940s.



Chevy Chase developers excluded Blacks

◼ Initially, Chevy Chase was advertised as 
an “exclusive” community, requiring 
minimum home prices and restricting 
buyers from using land for business. 

◼ In the 1920s, the Company began to 
include deed covenants restricting 
resale by buyers to racial and religious 
minorities.



Chevy Chase developers excluded Blacks

Racial covenants like this one 
were enforceable by courts 

until 1948 –
and weren’t outlawed among 

individuals until 1968.

Chevy Chase was literally designed to be 
all White.



6. No lot or any part thereof shall 

ever be used, or occupied by, or 

sold, denied, transferred or 

conveyed unto or in trust for, 

leesed, or rented, or given to 

negroes or any person or persons of 

negro blood or extraction, except 

that this covenant shall not be 

held to exclude, partial occupancy 

by domestic servants of a different 

race employed by the owner or 

tenant.

Courtesy Ken Beam



Chevy Chase Lake & Glen Echo Park

A police officer confronts a 
protestor on Glen Echo’s Dentzel 
carousel in 1960 (retrieved from 
nps.gov)

Boating on Chevy Chase Lake, undated 
(retrieved from Chevy Chase Historical 
Society website)

http://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/dentzel-carousel.html
https://www.chevychasehistory.org/ChevyChaseLake
https://www.chevychasehistory.org/ChevyChaseLake


Chevy Chase was literally designed to be 
all White.



But Chevy Chase wasn’t always 
majority white.

After the Civil War, Black neighborhoods thrived at the 
current sites of Lafayette Elementary, Deal Middle 

School, and Wilson High School (now Jackson Reed) at 
Fort Reno



Source: DC History of Ward 3. Original version: photograph/print; DC Public 
Library, The People's Archive, Historic Image Collection, Schools

Jesse Reno School  
Built in 1903 to serve the Black community



Black families 
farmed at the 
Lafayette site 
for decades 

Source: “Jim Crow Comes to 
Chevy Chase D.C.” presentation, 
Historic Chevy Chase D.C. 
(YouTube video here)

Image of the Mary Moten farmhouse, 
5208 Broad Branch Rd.. 

from Washington Post article 
dated June 2 1928

Map from a 
1919 Baist Real Estate Atlas

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUXExhOVtOs


But in the 1920s, the federal government  
took the farmland by eminent domain to 
build Lafayette School and the adjoining 

park. This action was supported by the local 
community.

Why?



In the 1920s, D.C. schools were segregated and the White 
school was overcrowded, due to population growth in the new 

suburbs. The federal government was in the process of 
segregating, including excluding Blacks from federal jobs. 

Under the guise of supporting the McMillan plan, and amid 
concerns about their property values, various citizens 

associations, including the Chevy Chase Citizens Association, 
lobbied in support of taking the land for the building of then 

all-White Lafayette School and the adjoining park. 



The other eviction of Blacks occurred at Fort Reno, 
one of the sites fortified to protect Washington 

during the Civil War.



RENO CITY: A predominantly Black neighborhood

After the Civil War, lots 
were sold and a 
community of Whites & 
Blacks grew up, including a 
Black school and  
churches.

Screengrab from Washington City Paper article “The Battle of Fort Reno” 
by Neal Flanagan, Nov. 2, 2017. Image shows the 3900 block of 

Davenport Street NW, now a soccer field and community garden, and is 
credited to the National Park Service

https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/188488/the-battle-of-fort-reno/


Melvin Hazen, president of the DC 
Board of Commissioners, called the 
community at Fort Reno an 
“ill-devised, ill-shaped subdivision, 
that you cannot do anything with 
unless you just wipe it off,” according 
to a DCist article from March 2021. 

In 1926 Hazen proposed razing the 
community at a U.S. Senate hearing.

Melvin Hazen helped choose 
the DC flag design in 1938

Source: Library of Congress      Credit: Harris & Ewing

https://dcist.com/story/21/03/29/melvin-hazen-dc-segregation-park/


Fort Reno’s Black residents were pushed out as well.

White 
neighbors, 
including 
the Chevy 

Chase 
Citizens 

Association, 
supported 

the 
proposal

Over the 
strenuous 

opposition of 
the Black 

community, 
the site was 

taken 
piecemeal 

over the years 
& turned over 

to DC govt 

1920s

Proposal 
remained in 
abeyance for 

years

1902

McMillan 
Commission 

proposed 
making Fort 
Reno a park

1930s

Deal MS & 
Wilson HS 

were built on 
Fort Reno site, 
rest became 

parkland



Aerial shot of the Fort 
Reno site in the 1920s

Screengrab from Washington City Paper article “The Battle of Fort Reno” by Neil Flanagan, Nov. 2, 2017, which 
credits a survey made by the Army Air Corps for NCPPC in 1927 & the National Archives. Markup by Neil Flanagan.

https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/188488/the-battle-of-fort-reno/




In recognition of this 
history, Fort Reno 
park was recently 
renamed 
Lafayette-Pointer Park 
in honor of the 
ancestors of George 
Pointer and Elizabeth 
Townsend, one of the 
Black families.

Source: “Jim Crow Comes to Chevy Chase D.C.presentation, Historic Chevy Chase D.C. (YouTube video here)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUXExhOVtOs


In 2021, Woodrow Wilson’s 
namesake high school, adjacent 
to Fort Reno, was renamed 
Jackson-Reed High School, for 
prominent Black educators in the 
District. 

After pressure from the local 
Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission, Melvin Hazen’s 
name was removed from a park 
and trail by the National Park 
Service.

Screengrabs from Dec. 7, 2021 Washington Post article & “NPS 
to remove name of racist former DC official from Northwest 

park and trail,” February 23, 2022 
Credit: Jacob Fenston/DCist

https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/12/07/wilson-high-jackson-reed/
https://dcist.com/story/22/02/23/nps-changes-name-melvin-hazen-park/
https://dcist.com/story/22/02/23/nps-changes-name-melvin-hazen-park/
https://dcist.com/story/22/02/23/nps-changes-name-melvin-hazen-park/


Our denomination



Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is the result of several mergers

◼ Each has its own history on inclusion and racial justice (or lack thereof)

◼ Each at times acquiesced to contemporary mores of caste and white 
supremacy



Founding of our denomination

Church was 
organized as 
Presbyterian 
Church in the 

U.S.A. 
(PCUSA)

PCUSA

First General 
Assembly was 

held

1776 1788 1789

UPCN
A

General 
Assembly 
called for 
abolition, 

albeit 
gradual, of 

slavery

1793

American 
Independence

Early 
1700s

PCUSA PCUSA



One historian characterized the birth of the 
Presbyterian Church this way:  

“This became the first time in American 
history that a theological conviction 
motivated ecclesiastical action to 

change the social system.”



Despite calling for abolition, PCUSA did not denounce 
slaveholding as sinful.

Did not 
address 

slavery at all

1861

PCUSA

CIVIL WAR

Presbyterians, including pastors, owned 
thousands of slaves.

1818



Over its 200 years, the Presbyterian Church 
also underwent several splits and 

unifications.

Views on slavery played a major role.



Source: Presbyterian Histrical Society 

https://phs-app-media.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/connection_900.jpg


Separate denomination 
formed – more 

affirmatively anti-slavery

Forms the Board of 
Freedmen that 

continues through 
1920s

Black Presbyterians 
gravitated towards 
Northern churches  

During the Civil War, churches located in Confederate states 
formed their own pro-slavery denomination.

1865C I V I L   W A R 

UPCNA

PCUSA

Churches in 
Confederate states 

formed PCUS, which 
supported slavery

PCUS

UPCNA

PCUSAPCUSA

1861



Post-war, factions reunited

Calls 
segregation 

“un-Christian”

PCUSA PCUS

Calls for 
desegregation, 
re-integration 
with northern 

churches
Some churches 

leave

1945 1954 1958

PCUSAUPCNA

United to 
form United 
Presbyterian 

Church of the 
U.S.A.

PCUSAUPCNA

Denounce 
racism as 

“blasphemy”

PCUSAUPCNA

PCUS

PCUS rejoins 
to create 

Presbyterian 
Church 
(U.S.A.) 

1964 1983



Modern-day Reconciliation 

PCUSA

General 
Assembly 
created a 
Special 

Committee on 
Racism, Truth & 
Reconciliation

2016

PCUSA PCUSA

Committee 
will present 

report to 
General 

Assembly

2022



“Among all the denominations, the [PCUSA and 
UPCNA] were in the forefront in establishing 
schools, institutes, and seminaries to prepare 

newly freed persons for church membership and 
citizenship in the community.”

 Source: Special Committee to Document the History and Contributions of All-Black Governing 
Bodies of the Presbyterian Church, All-Black Governing Bodies:  The History and Contributions 

of All-Black Governing Bodies, p. 41 (A Report of the Presbyterian Church, Approved by the 
205th General Assembly) (1996)

UPCNAPCUSA



But -- while we rejected the idea of “caste” 
in theory, we accommodated the racial 

patterns of the day

PCUSA

• DID work with other groups, including Asians 
and Native Americans

• DIDN’T oppose things like the Chinese 
Exclusion Act or the removal of Native 
Americans to reservations

• DID develop some Black colleges in order to 
train pastors for the segregated Black 
churches 



As you can see – 
our history on racial justice 

and discrimination is 

complicated



Our church



Courtesy Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church



CCPC offered members a church that’s close to home 

Founded in 1908 as a congregation of the 
PCUSA 



CCPC’s first 
church roster

Courtesy Chevy Chase 
Presbyterian Church



Harry Martin is a 
Presbyterian founder of 
CCPC who grew up in 
Kensington, MD.

He owned the trolley line 
from Chevy Chase Lake to 
Kensington, developed 
the Martin’s Additions 
neighborhood and used 
racial covenants in at least 
one of his property 
deeds.

Courtesy Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church



President Woodrow 
Wilson’s segregation of 
the federal government 
limited income and 
opportunity for Black 
federal workers. 

Nonetheless, Wilson is 
memorialized in CCPC’s 
stained glass windows.

Photo credits: CCPC & Deanna Troust



Session minutes show no indication that CCPC took action against 
the eviction of Black residents from Fort Reno and Lafayette

◼ It’s possible some CCPC members belonged to the Chevy Chase 
Citizens Association, which played a leading role in eviction activities

◼ Later, our members played active roles in the Civil Rights Movement

◼ Rev. Ed White was a Freedom Rider and coordinator for the Poor People’s 
Campaign. His wife, Louise, co-founded the Re-Entry Task Force

◼ Rose Jones, an African-American member, founded the Allen Chapel 
Outreach Center in collaboration with three AME churches

◼ Barbara Howell took part in a civil rights demonstration in St. Augustine in 
1964



Women have always played key roles at CCPC.

PCUSA

Authorized 
women serving 

as elders

1930

PCUSA PCUSA

CCPC 
ordained first 
woman elder, 

Hazel 
Elizabeth 
Johnson

1961

PCUSA

Authorized 
women being 
ordained as 

pastors

1957

CCPC 
Women’s Guild 
raised funds to 

help furnish 
original chapel  

1922

PCUSA

CCPC called 
its first woman 

pastor, 
Associate 

Pastor Frances 
Wolf

1980



When Pastor Molly was called, she was one of just 8 female 
senior pastors in all of PCUSA.

PCUSA

CCPC calls 
Interim 

Associate 
Pastor Dorothy 

McKinney 
Wright, its first 
pastor of color

1990

PCUSA

CCPC calls its 
first female 

senior pastor, 
Molly Blythe 

Teichert

2009

PCUSA

CCPC Session 
is majority 

female

2022



CCPC has long been a leader in LGBTQ inclusion 
and civil rights.

PCUSA

1996

PCUSA PCUSA

Overturns 
exclusionary 
policies after 
much debate

2011

PCUSA
DC legalizes 
gay marriage

Pastor Molly 
commits to 
supporting 

LGBTQ 
community

2009

Adopted policies prohibiting 
LGBTQ individuals from being 
ordained as pastors, elders & 

deacons

1970

PCUSA

Allows 
ministers to 

perform 
same-sex 
marriages

2015

CCPC supports LGBTQ leadership; 
don’t ask/don’t tell

PCUSA

CCPC lobbies PCUSA

MD legalizes 
gay marriage

CCPC 
supports 
same-sex 

marriage after 
18 mo. 

discernment 

2013



CCPC continues to welcome LGBTQ-identifying leaders. 

PCUSA

Pastor Molly 
performs first 

same-sex marriage 
– Dan Bishop and 
Mark Summerfield

2015

PCUSA PCUSA

CCPC calls Acting 
Associate Pastor 

Keith Thompson as 
first 

LGBTQ-identifying 
pastor

2021



In the early 1900s, Mission activities aligned with the Presbytery

◼ CCPC contributed to the denomination’s 
missions

◼ While likely silent about segregation in the 
neighborhood, CCPC supported Black 
schools and colleges via the PCUSA Board of 
Freedmen (and continues to do so today via 
the annual Christmas Joy offering)



Handwritten budget with 
mission expenditures from 

Session minutes, March 1920 

Photo credit: Fred Schafrick



Mid-20th century Mission portfolio combined local & global

CCPC supported:

◼ Rebuilding of churches in the 
Netherlands and Germany after WWII

◼ An orphanage in Korea

◼ The chaplain at D.C. General; made 
slippers for patients there

◼ Mission activities increased after the 
1968 disturbances (often called “riots”) Courtesy Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church



This plaque in the CCPC 
sanctuary was a thank you from 
Johannes Congregation of 
Darmstadt, a church we 
supported after the war. 

It cites Matthew 25:40 in 
German: “What you have done 
to one of my closest brothers, 
that you have done to me." 

Photo credit: Deanna Troust



More recent Mission activities

◼ Transition Assistance Program 
(formerly Volunteer Assistance 
Corps)

◼ Shikokho, Kenya

◼ Allen Chapel Outreach Center in 
Anacostia

◼ Interfaith Works & membership in 
Washington Interfaith network

◼ Miriam’s Kitchen

◼ Friendship Place

◼ Resettling refugees from Vietnam, 
Syria, Guatemala, and Afghanistan 

◼ Re-entry Task Force

◼ English tutoring

◼ Youth mission trips



CCPC has 
supported the 

Shikokho, Kenya 
community, 

including building 
a medical clinic, 

since 1989 

Courtesy Chevy Chase 
Presbyterian Church



Senator Francis Newlands, the segregationist 
founder of Chevy Chase, pushed to eliminate 
Black peoples’ right to vote. In 2020, local 
ANC Commissioners voted to remove his 
name from the fountain at Chevy Chase circle; 
in 2021 Senator Raskin (D-MD) and 
Congresswoman Norton (D-DC) introduced a 
bill to do the same. 

The requests were approved but the removal 
process is ongoing.

In 2023, Session met with the National Park 
Service about this issue and to elevate 
concerns about a sign posted directly in front 
of the church that “whitewashed” Newland’s 
racist legacy and offended CCPC staff and 
congregants.



CCPC pastors and members 
have written and testified on 
behalf of affordable housing 
in Friendship Heights and at 
Chevy Chase’s “Civic Core” 
development, with partner 
Washington Interfaith 
Network.

With the help of our 
advocacy, both developments 
will include affordable 
housing units – despite 
considerable NIMBY 
opposition.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/02/18/friendship-heights-has-chance-begin-rectify-its-racist-past/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/02/18/friendship-heights-has-chance-begin-rectify-its-racist-past/


What are your thoughts on this history?

What does it inspire us to do, now and in the future? 



For further reading 

◼ The Working Toward Inclusion & Justice: A History Narrative Document, 
also compiled by the CCPC Inclusion & Racial Justice team, is a much 
deeper exploration of the history covered in this deck. Please check it out! 

◼ Our book groups recommend the following titles; more resources here.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hx4U3w19tYO0Ft7yEd-0HFhqpF_mO02B/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105892785703534879272&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.chevychasepc.org/digital-faith-education/resources-for-anti-racism
https://www.amazon.com/Chocolate-City-History-Democracy-Nations/dp/1469635860
https://www.amazon.com/Between-Freedom-Equality-American-Washington/dp/1647120810
https://www.amazon.com/Chocolate-City-History-Democracy-Nations/dp/1469635860
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